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«men. B/ake anfwerd, that if He had fent a Com- 
« plaint to Him of it, He would have punifh’d Them 
“ feverely 5 fince He would not fuffer his Men to af- 
« front the eftablifh’d Religion of any Place, at which 
«“ He touch’d; but He took it iil that He fet on the 
“ Spaniards to do it; for He would have all the 
“ World to know that an Englifbman was only to 
“ be punifl’d by an Englfbman; and fo He treated 
“ the Pricf civilly, and fent Him back, being fa- 
“ ticfy’d that He ‘had Him at his Mercy. 
A. I am, § I Ry &c. 





BOTHING hath been more frequently, 


or more ftrenuoufly objected againft the 

Conduct of thefe Papers, than our ge- 

reral Inveétives againft Bribery and 

Corruption 3 which having been the 

common Topicks of Inveétive for many 

Years paft, our A’verfaries endeavour to make the 
World believe that they are _meerly fictitious, and pro- 
ceed only from a Delign of inflaming the Paffions of 
the People. Now, for my Part, I think the Continu- 
ance and Univ erfality of the/e Complaints are far from 
being any Argument that they are groundlefs. On 
the contrary, "Took upon them as one prefumptive 
Pioof that they are founded on fome real Caufes. When 
a great and grievous Evil is generally felt, it natu- 
rally produces a general Uneafineis and Diflatisfa€tion, 
which will always break out into open Complaints ; 
but it is very difficult to raife a general Difcontent in 
any Nation upon imaginary Grievances, however art- 
fully coin’d, or induftrioufly propagated. I fay, it is 
very: 
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very difficults for I am not yet fo far gone in Far. 
tion and Patrioti/m, asto aflert that the Refentment; 
of the People were never ftirr’d up by fale Pretence; 
and ad Motives. But, generally fpeaking, the Body 
of the People judge right, becaufe They judge from 
their Senjes, without any ambitious Views; and if They 
are fometimes mifled by factious Demagogues, the De- 
lufion never lafts long ; but They return to their Duty, 
as foon as the Mask is taken off, and dire€t their 
Rage againft Thofe, who had deceived Them. 

This is an old Oblervation, which hath been often 
illuftrated by particular Examples, and will certainly 
hold good in general.—Let us now bring it home to 
the prefent Cafe, and iee whether the late publick Com- 
plaints of Corruption are really the Creatures only of 
fatious Brains, or whether they cannot be jultify’d by 
a long Series of melancholy Fats and irrefragable Ar- 
guments. Inorder to This, let us turn our Eyes ten 
or twelve Years backwards, and ferioufly confider whe- 
ther one of them hath paf’d, from the famous Aira of 
1720 to this Time, without a Difcovery of fome ini- 
guitous Corruption, either in the Management of our 
great Companies, the Adminiftration of Fuffice, or the 
Execution of fome publick Tru?. Have not many De- 
linguents, of this Nature, fallen under the Examina- 
tion, and have not fome of Them incuir’d the fevere 
Cenfure of Parliament ? Nay, are not the Difcoveries 
even of this prefent Year more than fufficient to juttify 
the loudeft Complaints ; and can the mot abando'd 
Hireling have the Confidence, for the future, to ftig- 
matize them with the Name of Fa@ion, or to affert, 
as one of Them hath lately done, that Corrvur- 
TION was never at a lower Ebb than at prefent?—— 
Two moft enormous Frauds are now under the Exami- 
nation of Parliament, and ethers are ripening (I might 
fay, are almoft full ripe) for the fame national Inqui- 
fition. Scarce one of our great Companies is now free 
fron Sufpicion, and juft Matter of Cenfure ; not 
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That, which hath always valued itfelf, and been moft 
efteem’d, for its prudent Conduct, and nice Regard to 
Credit. In jome others the Mifmanagement, to give it 
no worfe a Name, is become glaring in every Eye, and 
nothing but the Fear of greater Difcoveries can have 
hitherto prevented the unhappy Proprietors from de- 
manding and infifting on the clofeft Infpection. But 
Time and particular Accidents have already reveal’d 
enough to juftify all, that hath been faid upon thefe 
Heads. Little upftart Clerks, Faétors, Captains and 
Super-Cargoes have been fuffer’d to glut themfelves 
upon the Spoils of their Proprietors, and to make large 
Eitates, without any Regard to Decency, upon one. 
lofing Voyage. What fome of their Principals and Di- 
rectors may have got, a little farther Time oe difco- 
ver, and I hope the Juftice of the Nation will make 
Them {pew it up again. 

It would therefore be ridiculous, at prefent, to fay 
any ‘Ching farther in our Vindication on this Subject ; 
or endeavour to prove what all Men feel, or lament, 
and what the Pardiament is a€tually employ’d in re- 
drefling ; but it may be of fome Ufe to enquire a little 
from what Source all thefe Iniquities have fow’d and 
almoft overwhelm’d the Nation. 

The minifterial Writers, who were always remarka- 
ble for their great Candour and Modefty, have found 
out a molt ingenious Meihod of accounting for thefe 
prevailing Corruptions. If the World would be fo kind 
as to believe the/e Gentlemen, none of the late Misfor- 
tunes and Calamities of the Nation have been ow- 
ing to their Patron, who hath been in ample Power for 
ieveral Years paft, but to tho/e Perjons only, who have 
continued to oppofe his Meafures, and endeavour'd to 
prevent the Confequences of them. Have We been 
unfortunately engaged in any Treaties, which either 
have proved, or may prove, detrimental to the Intereft 
of the Nation? The Oppofition, which their Patron 
hath met with at home, made them expedient. —— 
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Have any of our Pofe/fions been attack’d ; have any of 
our Ships been taken ; or the Honour of the Nation in- 
fulted, without Reprizals, or Reparation? It was ow- 
ing to the Encouragement, which our Enemies received 
from thefe Malecontents, who ty’d up the Hands of the 
Government from vindicating itfelf. Have the 
People been loaded with dburthenfome Taxes? The 
Faion, who voted againft them, are anfwerable for 
them. Is a large Army kept up in Times of Peace ? 
The Faéion hath made it neceflary, by vigoroufly op- 
pofing it. Have our Debts been increafed, or at 
leaft not diminifh’d, as we had Reafon to expeét? Still 
it is the Fadtion, the fame wicked Faion, who have 
prevented our Profperity, by conftantly pleading for it, 
and brought all our Misfortunes upon us, by their cla- 
morous Harangues againit them, both within Doors and 
without. 

If We examine their Writings, with Regard to other 
Affairs, of a more domeftick Nature, We fhall find 
them run in much the fame Strain. Ina Word, all 
the Mifmanagement, Fraud, Corruption and Iniquity, 
as well as all the Blunders and Follies, which a certain 
Gentleman and his Creatures have been guilty of, for 
feveral Years paft, ought to be imputed, according to 
their Way of reafoning, to a /itt/e, inconfiderable .Ming- 
rity of falfe Patriots and Incendiaries, who have had 
no Share in the Admini.tration of Affairs, nor any 
Power of doing either Good or Hurt to their Country, 
but with their Tongues and their Pens. 

Well then, it is natura! for my Readers to ask from 
what Fountain I fuppofe thofe Enormities have flow’d ; 
and I think myfelf able to give Them a very good An- 
fwer ; but as it may not be altogether proper, or fafe, 
im my prefent Circumftances, 1 muft defire Them to 
excufe me, and will endeavour to entertain Them with 
a very odd Dream, which lately prefented itfelf to my 
Fancy, as foon as I fell afleep, after fome Reflections on 
this Subject. 

I THOUGHT 
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I rnoucut myfelf tran‘ported on a fudden into a 
large, pleafant and fruitful Ifand, which feem’d de- 
fign’d by Nature for the Seat of Liberty and Commerce. 
As it was fituated in a temperate and healthful Cli- 
mite, fo the Sea, which furrounded it and form’d a na- 
tural Barricr againft the Inroads of other Nations, ferved 
to bring home their Riches and made the People, ina 
peculiar Manner, Lords of the whole Creation. Her 
Coalts abounded with the moft convenient Ports and 
Havens, for the Reception and Security of her Ship- 
ping. Her inland Parts, by the fame bountiful Indul- 
gence of Heaven, were provided with large, navigable 
Rivers, which improved the natural Richnets of the 
Soil, and fupply’d the Inhabitants with all Kinds of 
Fifth. Her Fields were cover’d with plentiful Harvefts 
and numerous Herds of Cattle. The whole Country 
was not only fertile and well-peopled, but {o providen- 
tially diverlify’d with Hills and Vallies, with Plains and 
Woodlands, with Downs, Meadows and Marfhes, that 
the People had but little to fear from the Inclemencies 
of the Seafons, and nothing but a particular Stroke of 
divine Vengeance feem’d able to reduce Them to the 
Extremities of a Dearth, or a Famine. ‘This agreeable, 
rural Scene was likewife interfperfed with large, trading 
Towns and opulent Cities, which took off the Super- 
fluities of the Farmer and Shepherd, and circulated 
their Wealth through the whole Kingdom. ‘The Con. 
ftitution of her Government was fo happily mix’d and 
ballanced, that it was the mutual Intereit of the Prince 
and the People to fupport it. A Spirit of Liberty dif 
cover’d itfelf in the Faces of the Inhabitants, and an 
Air of Plenty diffufed itfelf through the whole Ifland, 
In fhort, it feem’d to be the favourite Land of Heaven, 
and wanted nothing to render ita great, happy and 
flourifhing Commonwealth. 

But as I was pleafing my(felf with fome Reflections 
on the Felicity of fuch a Nation, I happen’d to caft 
my Eyes towards the North-Eaf Part of it, and took 
; Ez Notice 
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Notice of a Tree, which appear’d to be of fo extraor- 
dinary a Nature, that I had the Curiofity to examine 
it very narrowly. At firft, it feem’d to be only about 
the Size of a common Yew-Tree, in a Country Church- 
yard ; but it fhot up with fuch amazing Velocity, 
whilft I was looking upon it, that it foon lott its 
Head in the Clouds and darken’d the whole Land with 
the Extenfion of its Branches. At the fame Time, I 
faw it put forth a vaft Quantity of beautiful Fruit, 
which glitter’d like burnifh’d Gold, and hung in large 
Clufters on every Bough. I now perceived it to be 
the Tree or Corruption, which bears a very 
near Refemblance to the Yree of Knowledge, in the 
Garden of Eden ; for whoever tafted the Fruit of it, 
loft his Integrity and fell, like d/am, from the State 
of Innocence. 

Perched in the Middle of the Tree, like K. Charles 
in the Oak, I f{py’d @ round portl) Man, of a {warthy 
Complexion, whofe Breaft was embois’d with particu- 
Jar Emblems of Honour. He fate enthron’d, as it 
were, between two of the main Arms of the Yree ; and, 
plucking the go/den Apples on every Side, tofs’d them 
down amongft the Croud beneath Him. The Beauty 
of the Fruit tempted many to eat; but others rejetted 
it with the utmott Indignation. The Man in the Tree 
immediately order’d ‘Thofe, who fed moft voracioufly, 
to climb up and take their P/aces near Him. In a 
few Minutes, all the chief Branches were fill’d with 
Perfons in various Habits, and many of Them diftin- 
guifh’d with Badges of different Orders. Amongft the 
reft, there was a very odd, little Creature, who di- 
verted me extremely. As ioon as the Word was given 
for mounting, He fhuffled through the Croud, and 
ferambling up the Tree in an awkard, ridiculous Man- 
ner, the great Man above reach’d out his Hand, and 
gave Him a Lift into one of the 4c Places. He fell 
immediately to munching the Apples in a gluttonous 
Manner, like a greedy, over-grown School-boy, fup- 
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plying his Mouth with one Hand, and cramming his 
Pockets with the other. When He had fufficiently 
gorged Himfelf, for the prefent, He began to amule 
us with a thoufand, Monkey Tricks; fometimes ad- 
drefling the Croud with a foolifh, flabbering Face, and 
then getting aftride one of the Boughs, and fwinging 
backwards and forwards, like Merry Andrew on a 
flack Rope. The great Man Himlelf laugh’d very 
heartily at the Sight, and all his Adherents teltify’d 
their Applaufe of the Zany’s Performances. 

By this Time, methought, the Ground was co- 
ver'd with an infinite Variety of little Plants, or Suckers, 
which {prung from the grand Root, and pullulated one 
from another in a regular Subordination. Some of 
them fhot up to a great Height, whilft I ftay’d there, 
and bore a plentiful Crop of Apples; the Difpofal of 
which was delegated by the /upreme Coftermonger to 
his favourite Creatures, who difpenfed them to other 
inferior Agents in the fame Manner that their Patron 
did Thofe above. As I had a nearer View of thefe 
Apples, I thought I faw fome Words infcribed round 
the Superficies of them; but being refolved not to 
touch one of them, (as I affure my Readers, on the 
Word and Credit of an Author, I did not) I clapt 
my Perfpeétive to my Eye, and plainly difcover'’d the 
Words charitable Corporation indented in natural Cha- 
raéters upon one of them; on another! read, forfeited 
Eftates ; ona third, Army Debentures; and on a fourth, 
Bank Contra&. But there were two Inicriptions, which 
I could not thoroughly underftand. The fir was 
Eajf? India, with thefe Letters in Capitals, H—E—N. 
The fecond was South-Sea, with thefe Letters in the 
fame Size, E——B C. I likewife read feveral 
other Motto’s and Infcriptions upon the/e Apples; fach 
as Pardons, Efcapes, Deficiencies, Navy Bills, fecret Ser- 
vice, Votes of Credit, Grants, Patents, Reverfions, and 
a thoufand more, which it is impoflible for me to 
recollect. 
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As the Fruit of tis Tree, however fair and tempt- 
ing to the Eye, had a moft pernicious Effeét on the hu- 
man Mind, by erazing all the innate Principles of 
Truth, Juftice and Honour; fo the Leaves of it di- 
ftili’d a baneful Kind of Dew, which had the fame 
bad Influence on the inanimate Part of the Creation, 
and poifon’d every Thing it fell upon. The Grafs 
immediately loft its healthful Verdure and wither’d 
away; the Flowers faded ; the Fruit fhrunk up; the 
Corn ficken’d of adeadly Blight; and every ufeful 
Plant and Herb felt no more the genial Warmth of Ve- 
getation ; whilft Thofe, of a noxious Kind, acquired 
new Strength, and vifibly flourifh’d under its Influence 
and Protection. Upon This, methought, the Face of 
the whole Land was immediately changed. The poor, 
dejeéted Shepherd lean’d upon his Crook and mou:n’d 
over his Flock, which perifh’d in Heaps, for Want of 
Pafture. ‘The Husbandman beheld all his wearifome 
Labour and Expences atonce loft, without. any Ho 
of Retribution. The painful Artizan and Da is 
bourer were feiz’d with Terrors of immediate Want. 
The Merchant was forced to lay up his Ships for 
Want of Freight, and even Gentlemen of the largeft 
Eftates found Themfelvesin Danger of ftarving amidf 
their extended Poffeffions. A general Scene of Po- 
verty difcover’d itfelf amongft all Ranks of People, 
and nothing was to be heard through the whole Land 
but piercing Lamentations and Agonies of Defpair. 

In this Diftrefs, They turn’d up their Eyes, in a fup- 
plicating Pofture, to the Man in the Tree, who was fo 
far from regarding their Complaints, that He anfwer’d 
Them with a Seer, and pointing to the corrupt Fruit, 
reproach’d Them with their beggarly Virtue and ftarv- 
ing Integrity. Provoked at this Ufage, their De‘pair 
turn’d into Rage, and infpired Them with a Refolu- 
tion to redrefs Themfelves by cutting down the Tree, 
and grubbing it up by the Roots ; but as They were 
running in a full Body with Axes and other Inftru- 
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ments in their Hands, the Maffer of the Tree rofe 
out of his Seat with an Air of Contempt, and fnatch- 
ing up a Wand, that lay by Him, drew a large Cir- 
cle round it. Immediately, a numerous Body of arm’d 
Men appear’d, who encompafs’d the Yree, and pro- 
tected the Corrupter and his Party from the Ven- 
geance of the People; though I obferved fome Marks 
of Relaétance in their Countenances againft executing 
fo ungrateful a Task. ‘This made me defirous to fee 
the Iffue of fuch an extraordinary Conjunéture; but 
juft at that Inftant a Gentleman knock’d at my Cham- 
ber Door, and waked me out of my Dream. I was 
heartily glad that it was only an imaginary Scene, 
which had given me fo much Uneafinefs, and to 
find myfelf ina real Land of Liberty, where I hope 
Corruption will never grow to foexorbitant an Height, 
nor be fupported in fo powerful a Manner. 

N. B. Ihereby forbid the miniflerial Writers to 
anfwer me in their ufual Way, by grafting a Tree of 
Fafion on the fame Stock. D. 
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“WipyS H E difaftrous Reign of King Caries the 
pase fir/, and the terrible civil War, which 
oe T Bee it occafion’d, have render’d it almoft im- 
3g ‘ poflible for a Writer to {peak of it, with- 
ACRES out giving Offence to one of thofe Par- 

" ties, Which continue to e!poufe the dif- 

ferent Principles and Conduét of their Forefathers. 
Moft of the Accounts of thofe Times are evidently 
calculated to ferve fome particular Purpofe, and confift 
chiefly of Satire, or Panegyrick, of perfonal Invettives, 


or 





